June 18, 2012
Human Resources Department
Middle Georgia College
1100 Second Street SE
Cochran, GA 31014
Dear Dr. Watts:

The position of Full-time Assistant Professor of Music at Middle Georgia College was recently brought to my attention. I find the position quite attractive, and would hereby like to apply for it.   I believe that my academic training, scholarship, teaching experience, and strong record as a performer should make me especially well qualified to fill it. 

Currently, I am an adjunct instructor at Northern Arizona University and recently complete an additional MM in Instrumental Conducting.  Additionally, I continue independent research and perform in numerous orchestras, bands, and chamber ensembles.  Previously, I held a tenure-track position as Assistant Professor of Double Reeds/Flute at the University of Tennessee Martin.  Prior to UTM I held teaching positions at West Liberty University (WV), Berry College (GA), and the Long Island Conservatory (NY).  While at Berry College I successfully passed a third-year review and had the support of my department towards tenure—before the position itself was eliminated.  Unfortunately, given that the state of Tennessee was in an economic bind; the same happened there.
As mentioned above, I believe my training and experience are well aligned with the requirements of the position you are seeking to fill.  My creative and performing interests are broad, and include performance, composition and arranging, authoring articles, a book, reviews for national journals and adjudication.  As my vita indicates, I am actively involved in performing, and have national and international orchestral and chamber music experience. Recent activities include the release of the compact disc Duettino; a lecture-recital and master class at UMD, and invited performances at the NACWPI National and CMS Southwest Regional conferences.  In 2010, Fox Products Corporation asked me to serve on their roster of artists.  In 2005, I presented a lecture-recital of contemporary Russian music at the IDRS conference.  That invitation came as a result of co-authoring one of the first scholarly articles published in English on contemporary Russian bassoon music.  A second article was published in 2008; and, the third in 2009-2010.  Recently, the DT Duo (bassoon ensemble) was extended an invitation to present a series of performances in Sweden (Spring 2013).

Quality teaching has always been an emphasis and I have developed and taught a wide variety of courses.  As a former public school music educator, teacher at a comprehensive liberal arts college, instructor at a conservatory, and professor at state institutions, I understand the relevance of a balanced education, as well as the critical importance of recruiting and retention of students. In recent years, I have either participated in or co-hosted Honor Band weekends or initiated Woodwind Day events for high school students and directors.  As a result of these activities, the flute and double reed studio at UTM and WLU grew tremendously.  A number of my students have earned graduate assistantships to prestigious music programs, together with awards and entrance to summer music festivals, and well as positions in orchestras. In addition, students supervised for their student teaching practicum have also gained employment. I have also served on graduate research committees.
I was pleased to learn of the position at Middle Georgia College, as I would welcome the opportunity to further my academic career at a well-established institution and music program dedicated to developing educators, performing musicians, and scholars.  The success of current graduates is excellent, and the opportunity I might have to contribute to that reputation is most appealing.  The position you now have open would enable me to build upon the successful experience gained during my career and allow me to grow as a professional in music education and performance.  Additionally, I would be afforded the opportunity to come back to the east coast and Georgia as I have taught there previously.  Thank you for your consideration.

Yours sincerely,
Tama I. Kott, DMA
