August 21, 2013

Dear Clark Atlanta University:

My name is Dr. Pamela Thompson, and I am a clinical psychologist applying for the advertised position with your organization – Director of Counseling and Disability Services.  I have worked in the field of mental health since 1996 and have been licensed to practice psychology by the state of Georgia since 2002.   In that time I have provided services mostly for adults in diverse outpatient settings (including the University of Tennessee where I completed my clinical internship).  My work has included individual, group and couple’s therapy, psychological testing, life coaching, seminars, workshops and retreats.  Along the way, I have supervised dozens of master’s level clinicians or graduate students.   
I am currently employed part-time by MHM Consultants, which had previously assigned me to Metro State Prison off and on since 2002 until the prison closed in 2011.  Under the auspices of MHM, I now perform tele-psychology one day a week via Skype to male and female inmates incarcerated all over the state of Georgia in addition to providing staff training and clinical supervision.  The rest of my time is occupied with the responsibilities of my private practice, which I have owned and operated since 2004.  In my practice, I generally treat adult females in individual therapy between the ages of 25 and 72 in addition to marital/pre-marital couples while also running long term therapy groups for women.  In case you are wondering how Clark Atlanta could fit into my schedule, I am actually looking to simplify my schedule by exploring opportunities that could replace my part-time work with MHM and allow me to downsize the responsibilities associated with my private practice.  
It is also worth noting that psychology is a second career for me.  I have a background in public relations and use my strong communications skills to enhance psychology’s user-friendliness.  I aim to debunk the myth that it’s just for “crazy” people.   Moreover, I “take psychology to the streets” by making myself available for community forums and the local and national press in order to normalize the idea of seeking mental healthcare when needed.
From the posted description of the position you have available, I see many components that are compatible with my skill set. In addition to my clinical expertise, I am a team player who enjoys inter-disciplinary consultation and mutual support. I have much to offer Clark Atlanta including easy rapport-building with patients and staff, careful consideration of patient needs, quick and accurate diagnostic assessment, audit-sensitive paperwork completion and chart reviews, openness to feedback, ethical decision-making, training and supervision, and an overall professional presence. 
Thank you for your time and consideration in reviewing my credentials. I look forward to hearing from you soon. If you need anything additional from me, please contact me at (404) 644-0710 or you may e-mail me at info@drpamthompson.com.
Sincerely, 

Pamela Thompson, Psy.D.

License #PSY002611
